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SUBJECT: DELTA LINE/CAVN RELATIONS 

REF: CARACAS 5183 

1 . CAPT. CLARK PHONED DEPARTMENT (EB/TCA/MA) MAY 19 
REGARDING POSSIBLE TROUBLE HE SEES BREWING IN 
DELTA S RELATIONSHIP WITH CAVN. CLARK HAS BEEN 
NOTIFIED BY HIS AGENT IN CARACAS, LUIS RINCON, THAT 
CAREER LEVEL STAFF IN CAVN HAVE TAKEN VIOLENT 
EXCEPTION TO SOME OF DELTA'S RECENT PRACTICES AND 
PLAN TO TAKE THEIR COMPLAINTS TO VENEZUELAN 
GOVERNMENT AT "MINISTERIAL’' LEVEL, POSSIBLY FRIDAY, 
MAY 21. ACCORDING TO CLARK, DELTA HAS INCREASED 
THE NUMBER OF BARGES PER SHIP BECAUSE THE NUMBER 
OF DELTA SHIPS IN THE SERVICE HAS BEEN REDUCED 
FROM 4 TO 3 AS A RESULT OF ONE BEING USED IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ANOTHER TRADE. ALSO, CLARK CLAIMS THAT DELTA HAS 
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BEEN CARRYING CERTAIN CARGOES WHICH CAVN HAD "NOT 
BEEN INTERESTED IN CARRYING." RINCON HAS INFORMED 
CLARK THAT CAVN STAFF PLANS TO USETHE ABOVE AS 
EXAMPLES OF DELTA'S VIOLATION OF ITS AGREEMENT 
WITH CAVN, AND WILL ATTEMPT TO HAVE THE VENEZUELAN 
GOVERNMENT TAKE RETALIATORY ACTION AGAINST DELTA, 

WHICH COULD INCLUDE A LARGE FINE LEVIED AGAINST THE 
IMPORTERS OF GOODS CARRIED BY DELTA IN "VIOLATION" 

OF THE AGREEMENT. 

2. DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED THAT CLARK HAVE RINCON CONTACT 
EMBASSY TO PREPARE EMBASSY FOR POSSIBLE APPROACHES 
FROM VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT ON THIS MATTER. 

3. DEPARTMENT REALIZES THAT INFORMATION PROVIDED 
PARA. 1 BY CAPT. CLARK IS VERY MUCH HIS SIDE OF 

THE STORY. HOWEVER, WE WISH TO ALERT EMBASSY 
TO LIKELIHOOD THAT DELTA S AGENT, RINCON, WILL CALL 
EMBASSY AND ALSO WARN EMBASSY OF POSSIBILITY IT 
MAY HEAR FROM GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: IF APPROACHED BY GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS, DEPARTMENT BELIEVES EMBASSY SHOULD 
NOT EXPRESS ANY OPINION ON MERIT OF DELTA'S CASE, 

BUT SHOULD ENCOURAGE VENEZUELAN OFFICIALS TO 
HEAR DELTA'S SIDE OF THE CASE BEFORE FORMING 
CONCLUSIONS AND TO GIVE DELTA FAIR AND JUST 

TREATMENT IN RESOLVING ANY CAVN/DELTA DISAGREEMENTS . ROBINSON 
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